
 

 

 

 

Friday 11th September 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

How lovely it has been to welcome all the children back to school this week. It has been truly 
wonderful to see so many smiling faces as we are united again and it genuinely feels like they’ve 
never been away. The children have outdone themselves with how they have adapted to yet 
another set of rules and practices. They have listened and responded to all the safety measures in 
place and shown great maturity in their actions.  

I would like to offer an extended welcome to our new families. We hope that you will be very 
happy with us.  

Staggered drop off and pick ups 

Thank you for your co-operation with the new arrangements and for sticking to your times and 
making the pinch points as safe as possible. Things have improved each day as parents get used to 
arriving at the correct time but we still have too many people in the playground at 8:50. Until 
8:55, we should only have Y1 and 2 children on the school premises plus any siblings. Y3 and 4 
should not be arriving until 8:55. We have a large number of Y4s arriving early meaning that 
whilst they are standing on the social distancing spots awaiting their teacher, there is a blockage 
backing up at the gate and the Y1/2s can’t get in safely. We can’t let them in earlier than their 
allotted time as staff are allocated to different part of the school at different times to avoid 
bubble crossing. 

At the end of the day, staff are working hard behind the scenes to get siblings out to you at the 
correct times. Whilst waiting in the playground, please ensure that you are socially distancing 
from one another and keep any children already collected by your side. We cannot not have 
children running around the playground at this crucial point of the day. 

Thank you for your patience and for working with us to keep everyone safe. Schools and parents 
working together with safety as paramount is what will keep the schools open. 

 

 

 

 



 
Staffing Updates 

Please keep Mrs Williams and Miss Hammond in your thoughts and 
prayers this week as they start new posts in new schools. Miss 
Hammond sadly handed in her notice in the penultimate week of the 
summer term after accepting an exciting new post at a school in 
Newton Abbot. I’d like to take this opportunity to say thank you to 
Miss Hammond for her commitment to our Sacred Heart community 
over her time with us; not just for her talent and drive with performing 
arts but for giving her all to whole school initiatives.  

As you already know, Mrs Williams has followed her passion and taken up a new teaching post at 
Coombe Pafford. Although only with us for three years as a teacher, Mrs Williams has been a part 
of Sacred Heart for much longer as a parent, student and teaching assistant and will be truly 
missed by the whole community. 

Mrs Smith has become Mrs Taylor over the summer following her marriage 
in August. Another name-change for us to get used to but still the same 
fabulous Mrs Smith underneath. We wish the happy couple many years of 
love, health and happiness. 

    

We welcomed Mr Hunt from Kinetics Sports Group to the team who 
will be providing active lunchtimes for children and leading on some 
of our PE sessions throughout the week. We will be joined by another 
member of Kinetics in a few weeks’ time. 

 

Catholic Life 

Despite not being able to gather in the hall for worship and celebration, we have a full liturgical 
diet continuing in class via a range of delivery methods.  

Please keep in your prayers all our children who moved on to secondary school this week. It can 
be a daunting time any year but with so much disruption to their transition, we wish them well in 
their new chapter of school life.  

 

Isla had her long locks cut over the summer holidays and 
donated 16 inches to The Little Princess Trust. Her beautiful 
hair will be made into a wig for children with cancer or 
alopecia.   



 
Isla has demonstrated our Gospel values of courage, kindness, compassion and humility 

Well done, Isla. We are all super proud of you! 

We always love to hear about the community work our pupils are doing so please let us now so 
that we can share their achievements with the whole Sacred Heart community. 

https://www.littleprincesses.org.uk/  

If you are interested in donating hair, Visit the Little Princess Trust website for 
more information. The minimum length of hair that they can accept is 
7inches/17cm. However, they do currently have sufficient stock of hair 
measuring between 7 and 11 inches, and that is why they encourage all our 
supporters to donate hair that measures 12 inches and above. Frequent donations of 
the shorter lengths could bring storage costs to the charity and we, understandably, 
would prefer to use our resources to provide wigs to children and fund vital research into 
childhood cancers. 
 
Information sharing between agencies supporting young people 

It is important that as parents and carers that you are fully informed regarding our information 
sharing practice. At Sacred Heart, we will continue to work closely with Social Care and other 
partners such as the police and health to ensure we can support our pupils and ultimately improve 
outcomes for them.  

Information from the Police and Social care 

“Torbay Education Safeguarding Service (TESS) is a social work led service working in partnership 
with schools and social care to promote the welfare of children and young people, and to ensure 
they are safe from harm. 

 
As part of their work they will receive information from partner agencies, such as the police and 
social care.  The police send a daily Child at Risk Alert (CARA). This is generated if there has been an 
incident when the police are called to any household where a child is resident.  It may be that the 
incident relates to only of one your children, however, it is likely that any police involvement with 
one member of the household may affect all of the siblings. For this reason, the CARA will be sent 
to all of the schools attended by the child/young person of the family. 

There may be occasions when you have not consented to the sharing of the information. For minor 
incidents, if you withhold consent to share information TESS will not receive an alert. However, 
incidents graded medium or high are shared with schools as these are deemed potential child 
protection matters.  This principle is similar to that employed by the police for Operation 
Encompass, an initiative managed by the police and nothing to do with TESS.   

 



 
Similarly, the police send daily reports in respect of young people who are reported missing/found. 
In those instances, the information is shared only with the school of the young person going 
missing/found.  

 
If information is shared, this will be in accordance with the key principles of the Data Protection 
Laws on a need to know basis and will only occur to help schools protect and promote the welfare 
of your son or daughter.  When there is any sharing of information, schools should discuss this with 
you to enable a partnership approach to meeting the needs of your son or daughter. 
 
If you have any questions about the service please ask your school, or telephone Sarah James, TESS 
Team Manager:  07525 815441  

 
 
Mrs Nichola Day 

Headteacher 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

       

 

 

 

Please note that the Friday slot for Y6 is an addition to their Monday session for this half term only. 
Y6 will be taking part in PE sessions with staff from Paignton Academy (PA). This is part of the 
ongoing arrangement we have through our sports partnership with PA. 

Year group We need to dress in our PE kits instead of our uniform on these 
days… 

Y1 Tuesday and Thursday 
Y2 Wednesday 
Y3 Friday 
Y4 Thursday 
Y5 Monday 
Y6 Monday and Friday 

 

 

 

                     

 

3.9.20: INSET Day 

4.9.20: INSET Day 

7.9.20: First day of Autumn Term 

23.9.20: Individual photographs (COVID risk assessed)  

23.10.20: Break up for the half term holidays 

2.11.20: INSET Day 

3.11.20: Return to school 

18.12.20: Break up for Christmas holidays 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            

                                                                                                                              

 

 

   REMEMBER to also send in a letter when your child 
returns to school, confirming the dates and reason for their absence. 

 

Parents/Carers, please can you telephone the school 
BEFORE 09:30 to inform that your child will be absent 

from school AND give the reason for that absence.  Please 
ring EACH DAY that your child is absent, unless there is a 
definitive timescale i.e. there needs to be 48 hours clear 

from the last bout of sickness and/or diarrhea.  If no 
communication is received by the school regarding your 

child’s absence parents may receive a visit. 

         

School Dinners 
 

We have new caterers – Devon Norse – supplying our school lunches for the Autumn Term. 

Payment and ordering of school meals should now be done via Sims Pay for the week on the 
Saturday before, at the latest.  Unfortunately, we have had a few problems this week with this 

new system and really appreciate your patience and understanding. 

We have been advised that Sims Pay should now allow for ordering and payment to take place.  
We would therefore be very grateful if you could attempt to order and pay by tomorrow evening 

for the week ahead. 

Many thanks.  

 



 

 
 

 
 

The World Made a Rainbow – Michelle Robinson 

Let's paint a big rainbow to put on display. When people pass by it and see it, 
they'll say ... 

All rainstorms must end, and this rainstorm will too. 

And they'll feel a bit happier, all thanks to you. 

Light can't shine without dark. Rainbows can't colour the sky without rain. And the 
world is always full of hope and possibility, even when we feel lost and alone. 

 
 

The Railway Cat - Philip Ardagh 

Meet Furry Purry Beancat - one extraordinary cat with nine extraordinary lives! Just like 
every other cat, Furry Purry Beancat loves a catnap. But unlike other cats, when Beancat 
wakes she finds herself about to embark on a whole new adventure! All aboard! There's a 
mystery on the railway! Join Beancat and her friends as they uncover secrets and spies on 
the tracks. Who is the ticket-swapping, train-hopping stranger? Is Beancat's beloved railway 
in danger? It's up to our furry (and purry!) hero to solve the puzzle, before it's too late. 

 
 
 

The Silver Arrow – Lev Grossman 

Kate wasn't expecting much when she wrote to her wealthy estranged uncle to ask for a 
birthday present. Certainly she wasn't expecting a colossal steam train called the Silver 
Arrow to arrive on her doorstep. Despite parental misgivings, curiosity overwhelms Kate 
and her brother Tom and they climb aboard, only for the train's engine to roar into life. 

Soon they reach a train station where an assortment of strange and beautiful creatures are 
waiting with tickets in their mouths, and Kate and Tom begin to understand that their job 
will be to see them safely home - if they can. 


