
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Friday 25th September 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

In a week in which our Prime Minister has introduced further restrictions, it brings another week 
of change for our school community. 

 

FACE COVERINGS – Change to Plymouth CAST Policy 

From Monday 28th September, all staff in Plymouth CAST schools will be 
required to wear a face covering whilst in communal areas and corridors (outside 
of the classroom) in the same way that they would in a shop or on public 
transport. Staff WILL NOT be wearing facemasks in the classrooms whilst they are with their own 
bubble. All staff will also be required to wear face coverings when talking to parents inside or 
outside the school building. 

 
Parents and visitors who are entering the school premises must wear face coverings in the same 
way that they do in shops and on public transport. Therefore, as of Monday, it will be required 
for ALL parents or nominated adults to wear a face covering on entry into the playground.  
 
Any parent or adult without a face covering will not be permitted to enter the school premises. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

8:50 and 2:50 remains a pinch point in the playground with many Y3/4 families still arriving too 
early in the morning. 

Y3/Y4 please do not enter the premises BEFORE 8:55/2:55 

Y5/6 should not be arriving in the playground until 9:05/3:05 

Year groups Drop off Pick up 
Y1 & Y2 8:45 2:45 
Y3 & Y4 8:55 2:55 
Y5 & Y6 9:05 3:05 
YN & YR 9:15 3:15 



 

  

 
 

Reception parents: We only have seven families with siblings in Reception, meaning that the rest 
should not be arriving in the playground until 9:15/3:15. Please can we ask that now the children 
have settled that you adhere to the times consistently.  

We continue to ask that only one parent per drop off enters the playground to keep the number 
of people gathering as low as possible and that adults do not linger in the playground once they’ve 
dropped their children off/picked up. 

If you urgently need to speak to a member of staff, please adhere to the 2m social distancing 
rules. If it is not urgent, please email your child’s class teacher. This will be their 
surname@shrcps.org.  Exact email contacts were sent out on your child’s curriculum overview last 
week. All general enquiries should be emailed to the school office admin@shrcps.org 

 

Absences 

As you can imagine, school absence is on the rise. Whereas it is imperative that you remain at 
home if you are showing symptoms of COVID-19, children with common colds can still come to 
school. Public Health England have prepared a letter (attached) to further support you in your 
decision making. 

If your child shows symptoms of covid-19 in school, your will be telephoned and asked to collect 
your child. We are unable to accept that your child’s cough is not covid as we are not medical 
professionals and will always have to act on the side of caution.  

 

 

 

    

Census Day 

Thursday 1st October is an important day in any 
school’s calendar as it dictates many elements 



 

  

 
 

of our funding. This includes free school meals. It would be VERY helpful if parents in Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 could order a school dinner for your child for this Thursday, even if they don’t 
usually have one.  It could be a great opportunity for your child to try the menu from our new 
catering suppliers.  We are sure that your child/ren will be pleasantly surprised.  Who can resist a 
hot dog?! 

Don’t forget that you will need to order this before midnight on Saturday.  

 

Curriculum  

Every class started their new enquiry projects this week. Along with their 
daily diet of reading  (phonics), writing and maths, we are committed to 
ensuring that our ambitious curriculum remains broad and balanced post-
Covid whilst interweaving the ‘catch up’ in small bite-sized chunks. Many 
subjects are taught discretely such as RE, PE, and Computing but others are 
planned into topics and themes. From this September, these will be known as enquiry projects. 
Each project will have two focus subjects to run alongside English. You will have seen the ones 
that your child is working on this term from the curriculum newsletters sent out last week. 
Different enquiry projects will have different subjects driving them.  

We have carried out multiple assessments over the last few weeks to identify any gaps in learning 
following lockdown and have been compiling intervention plans this week.  

Each enquiry project has a philosophical question especially designed to make the children think. 
The questions are underpinned by our Gospel values and virtues and encourage deeper thinking 
to take place on concepts such as social justice and morality. Throughout the projects, children 
will be invited to see the world through different eyes, empowering them with knowledge and 
motivating them to be agents for change.  

Year group Enquiry Project Big Question 
Nursery It’s Good to be Me!  

 
Who am I? 

Reception Elmer 
 

What is it like to be different? 

Y1 Dear Zoo  Why should we look after our animal kingdom? 

Y2 Last to Leave the Ship ‘Are rich people more important than poor 
people? 

Y3 Solid as a Rock 
 

Is change always a good thing? 

Y4 The Rotten Romans 
 

Can invasions improve a country? 

Y5 Climate Zones and Biomes ‘Do humans help our world?’ 

Y6 Once Upon a Raindrop! Do all living things deserve clean water?’ 

 



 

  

 
 

School Photographs 

We were delighted to achieve our aim in getting all the sibling photographs completed 
in a covid-safe fashion. The children behaved impeccably to get this mammoth task 
done. Many thanks to the staff for their flexibility and for the lunch time staff for 
supporting with the military logistics. We hope that you will be pleased with the result. 

 

Catholic Life 

Fr Ralph and Mrs Pascoe have been working together to ensure that the Catholic life of the school 
remains nourished during these restrictive times. Instead of joining 
the parish for Mass once a term, Fr Ralph is working with class 
teachers on having their own personal bubble liturgy in Church. This 
week Y6 have been working with Fr Ralph and Miss Simpson and 
prepared a liturgy based on the theme of Creation. They celebrated 
together on Wednesday with an intimate, informal gathering in 
Church. Many thanks to Fr Ralph for instigating this new approach to 
worship and supporting the staff and children.   

 

Mrs Nichola Day 

Headteacher 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

                      

 

 

 

23.10.20: Break up for the half term holidays 

2.11.20: INSET Day 

3.11.20: Return to school 

5.11.20 Flu Immunisation for Rec to Y6 
children*   

18.12.20: Break up for Christmas holidays 

 
 

Please can you telephone the school BEFORE 09:30 to inform that your child will 
be absent from school AND give the reason for that absence.   

Please ring EACH DAY that your child is absent, unless there is a definitive 
timescale i.e. there needs to be 48 hours clear from the last bout of sickness 
and/or diarrhea.  If no communication is received by the school regarding your 
child’s absence parents may receive a visit. 

REMEMBER to also send in a letter when your child returns to school, confirming 
the dates and reason for their absence. 

 

One Hope Project 
 

 

 

Flu Immunisation – 5th November 2020 

Follow the below link to consent to your child’s vaccination now. 
Even if you do not want your child to receive this vaccination, please 
complete the consent form stating “no” consent.  You will also find 
answers to your FAQ’s on this link.  

https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/flu/2020/devon 



 

  

 
 

 

 

Voyage of the Sparrowhawk – Natasha Farrant 

In the aftermath of World War One, everyone is trying to rebuild their lives. If Ben is to 
avoid being sent back to the orphanage, he needs to find his brother Sam, wounded in 
action and is now missing. Lotti's horrible aunt and uncle want to send her away to 
boarding-school (when she has just so successfully managed to get expelled from her last 
one!) And Clara, their young teacher, is waiting for news of her missing fiance. Just as they 
think they've found their feet in the new order, disaster strikes, and Lotti and Ben must get 

away. And so they hatch a plan - to cross the Channel on Ben's narrowboat and find Sam. And 
there's something in France that Lotti is looking for, too... 

Buffeted by storms, chased by the police, Lotti, Ben, Clara and a growing number of dogs set out 
on an epic journey, on the search for lost loved ones and a place to call home. 

    

Interview with a Tiger and Other Clawed Beasts Too – Andy Seed 

If you could talk to animals, what would you ask? 'What are your top tips for catching 
prey, Tiger?' 'How do you help yourself to honey, Honey Badger?' 'Why do you howl, 
Wolf?  

Get familiar with 10 fierce and furry beasts as they step up to the mic and share their 
habits, behaviour, likes and dislikes, favourite foods, and more. Each animal has its own 

story to tell... and its own attitude! 

 

 

Noodle the Doodle – Jonathan Meres 

Someone new is joining the class at Wigley Primary ... He's got four legs, a big bark and 
shaggy golden curls! 

Nora, Lou, Marty, Josh and the other children love having Noodle the Doodle at school. He 
listens when they read him stories, he sings along in music class and he even delivers 
messages to the other classroom ... or at least, he tries to! So when Mr Reed announces that 

they're taking a school trip to the seaside, they're thrilled that Noodle will be coming too. But the 
beach is an exciting place for a dog - perhaps too exciting. Will Noodle be on his best behaviour or 
will the whole trip end in chaos? 


