
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Friday 18th December 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

We’ve made it! What an incredibly tough term it has been here at Sacred Heart – and in schools across the 
country. As I reflect on what we have achieved, I want to take this opportunity first and foremast to thank 
the devoted staff at our school, many of whom have gone above and beyond this year to help keep the 
school open, the children safe and happy, and for crucial learning to take place. I’m sure that you will join 
me in saying a big ‘well done’.  

Thank you also to you, the parents, for trusting us with your children and bringing them to school every 
day, despite covid anxiety around us and for supporting the ever-changing measures we have had to put in 
place: the home learning, covid rules, bubble closures – the list goes on. Throughout the pandemic, there 
has been a strong partnership between home and school, and this has helped enormously.  

The children have shown great resilience throughout the term; they too have had to get used to many 
changes but have adapted incredibly. Behaviour has never been better in the school and the level of 
respect and consideration for others is growing every day. We see outstanding examples of our children 
living out the Gospel Values in all areas of school life and beyond. 

Throughout December, we’ve fully embraced the spirit of Advent and Christmas. Rather than being 
restricted by what we can’t do, we’ve created new traditions and adapted formats. I do hope that you are 
enjoying the Christmas Story each evening this week on our school Facebook page. The children have been 
immersed in the story and the richness of the Christmas message without spending multiple afternoons 
rehearsing in Church. Whereas I’m sure we have all missed our Church celebrations, the children have 
benefited from a different approach this year. The other advantage is that you can watch the videos again 
and again and share them with family members who may not have been able to make a live performance. 
I’m sure that we all hope and pray that by next Christmas the world will be ready for us to be back 
celebrating together. 

The Advent Calendar will continue up until Christmas Eve and we still have the final stages of the Christmas 
Story to share over the next few days. 

Today: Y2 Angels and Shepherds 

Saturday: Y5: Three Kings from the East 

Sunday: Y6: Advent Reflections 

Monday: EYFS  



 

  

 
 

Pantomime 

The children have thoroughly enjoyed watching Jack and the Beanstalk today. Thank you to everyone who 
has supported FOSH over the years. Without you supporting the fundraisers, we would not be able to 
afford treats for the children like this. All the money raised at school events goes back to your children. 

Community Kindness 

We were given a £200 cheque this week from ‘Children’s Week’. This kind donation meant that we were 
able to purchase food for the pantry to support our families suffering from the effects the pandemic. We 
have replenished the pantry today so if you if you are struggling for food or household items, please feel 
free to pop in and help yourself to what you need. Food referral parcel continue to be available through 
nott@shrcps.org  

We still have some funds left from CARITAS Plymouth and Morrison’s Paignton have been so generous with 
us that we are hoping to continue to keep the pantry going in the new year. 

Farewell  

It’s never easy to say goodbye to a well-loved member of staff. Emma Cully has been a teacher at Sacred 
Heart for thirteen years. In that time, I have watched her grow from a quiet (well quieter) newly qualified 
teacher to the confident, outstanding teacher and leader that we see today.  Although terribly sad to see 
her go, she is moving on to a leadership role in her new school and we are very proud of what she’s 
achieved. Emma will leave a part of herself behind as she moves on in the children she has taught and the 
staff who have had the pleasure in working alongside her. 

All that remain to be said is that I wish you all a very happy and safe Christmas. Embrace the quality family 
time and all the love and joy that the season brings. 

Take care, 

Mrs Nichola Day 

Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

Would like to say a huge ‘thank you’ to the following businesses/people for their kind donations to our 
Christmas Raffle Hampers. The draw will be taking place on Thursday 17th December. 

Scoopz 
Party Queens 

Heaven on Earth 
Tesco 

Pirate Bay 
Tesco Paignton 

Focal Point Photography 
Ocean Wild Fish Bar 

Costa Coffee 
Star Café 

Charlotte Sellars 
Sacred Heart School Staff 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Food Parcels We are still able to refer families for food parcels. Please contact Mrs Nott at 

nott@shrcps.org if you would like support.  

 

 Contacting your child’s teacher 

If you urgently need to speak to a member of staff, please adhere to the 2m social distancing rules. If it is 
not urgent, please email your child’s class teacher. This will be their surname@shrcps.org.  Exact email 
contacts were sent out on your child’s curriculum overview last week. All general enquiries should be 
emailed to the school office admin@shrcps.org 

 

Please note that ALL school meals should now be being ordered and paid for 
on Sims Pay.   

Orders can no longer be made in the classroom.  

Menu choices for your child need to be placed by the Saturday for the following week but can be made 
in advance.  (In the event of a problem or a requirement for an ad-hoc meal please contact a member 
of the office staff before 9:15.)  If no contact has been made and your child does not have a school 
meal ordered by yourselves or a packed lunch with them, a member of the school office will call you to 
bring in a packed lunch for them. .If you, have not registered with Sims Pay, please contact the 
school office to request an invitation code. 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    Gold   Silver  Bronze  

Reception   Megan  Olivia  Alexander  

Year 1   Seth   Tommy  Lily 

Year 2   Ryan   Kiera   Janek 

Year 3   Guillermo  Jacob  Owen  

Year 4   Suzy   Preston  Cody 

Year 5   Scarlett  Thady  Nikola 

Year 6   Katie   Emily  Isla 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

We are going ONLINE!  

The coaches at Kinetic Sports Group are going to be running live fitness sessions which will be taking place 
weekdays after school via Zoom for only £1.50 per session. 
 
How do I sign up? 
1) Create an account (If you haven't already created one). 
2) Click on the link or visit our website https://www.kineticsportsgroup.co.uk/schools/active-at-home 
3) Download the Zoom app on a device.  
4) You will receive the link and password at 3:30pm on the day of the class.    
 
If you have any questions or need additional information regarding the online fitness sessions, please feel free to 
contact me via email or phone.  
 
We look forward to seeing you via zoom for an intense workout! 
Info@kineticsportsgroup.co.uk 
07925115413 

 

STARTING PRIMARY SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2021? 
If your child was born between 1 September 2016 and 31 August 2017, they will be due to start at primary 
school from September 2021.  

Apply online between 1 November 2020 and 15 January 2021. 

What do I need?   

Obtain a copy of TIPS8 guidance at www.torbay.gov.uk, or from Torbay Council on 01803 208908. 

Apply online between 1 November 2020 - 15 January 2021 at www.torbay.gov.uk.  

You still have to apply for a place for your child even if:  

• You already have an older child at school  

• Your child attends a nursery attached to a primary school  

• You have completed a registration form at a primary school  

•You have sent in a supplementary form to a primary school. 

Due to Coronavirus restrictions, Torbay Council are currently unable to process paper forms posted to their offices. Please download any application 
you need to make, complete electronically and send to them by email: pupil.services@torbay.gov.uk. If you find it difficult to contact them by phone, 
please email them with your queries and they will do their best to give you a prompt reply. 



 

  

 
 

 

 Year groups Drop off Pick up 
Y1 & Y2 8:45 2:45 
Y3 & Y4 8:55 2:55 
Y5 & Y6 9:05 3:05 
YN & YR 9:15 3:15  

Please can you telephone the school BEFORE 09:30 to inform that your child will 
be absent from school AND give the reason for that absence.   

Please ring EACH DAY that your child is absent, unless there is a definitive 
timescale i.e. there needs to be 48 hours clear from the last bout of sickness 
and/or diarrhea.  If no communication is received by the school regarding your 
child’s absence parents may receive a visit. 

Illness 

What we have learned over the past few weeks is that covid symptoms are not just high temperature, loss 
of taste and smell or persistent cough. They come in many guises – and most concerning, many have no 
symptoms at all.  

If your child becomes unwell whilst in school, they will be isolated and then sent home. We cannot take 
any risks and need to protect the staff, pupils and wider community. We ask for your support with this - as 
inconvenient as this may be for you - and for to collect your children in a timely manner and follow the 
advice given. We know that not all children who are poorly have covid but we must all act responsibly. Not 
all children will need to be tested for covid however for those that do, covid tests are now readily available 
in Torbay and in most cases have a very quick turnaround. With a negative result staff and pupils can be 
back in school within 24 hours, with all parties reassured.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

Dogger's Christmas Synopsis 
Dogger's Christmas – Shirley Hughes 

It's that special time of year: Christmas. The time of carol-singing, tree-decorating, and of 
course lots of presents. But in the excitement of new toys, will Dave forget about his old 
friend, Dogger? The very special story of one boy and his beloved toy - who always 
manages to be found...  

 

 

 

 

Peter Pan - J M Barrie 

It was Friday night. Mr and Mrs Darling were dining out. Nana had been tied up in the backyard. 
The poor dog was barking, for she could smell danger. And she was right - this was the night that 
Peter Pan would take the Darling children on the most breath-taking adventure of their lives, to a 
place called Neverland, a strange country where the lost boys live and never grow up, a land with 
mermaids, fairies and pirates - and of course the terrible, evil, Captain Hook. 

 

 

 

 The Miracle on Ebenezer Street – Catherine Doyle 

George is about to spend his third Christmas without his mum. Since she died, George's 
life has felt dull and grey; his dad has thrown himself into his work and has no time for 
family, and definitely no time for Christmas. Then, George stumbles across Marley's 
Curiosity Shop. 

 

There he finds a mysterious snow globe, which - though George can't quite understand 
how - appears to show a scene from George's past. A Christmas in which he and his 
family were together, and happy... That night, George and his dad are swept on an 
adventure to three Christmases - past, present, and future. With help from new friends, 
and just a touch of magic, can they begin living life in full colour again? 

 

 


