
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Friday 22nd January 2021 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

It is hard to believe that we are now halfway through the first half term of the year. The new year is 
continuing to bring challenges as we see tighter national restrictions being enforced and record number of 
deaths being reported daily. Although the Torbay overall infection rate remains low compared to both 
national and regional comparative data, the local authority have continued to see cases since Christmas 
that are impacting on our schools with some Paignton schools having to close multiple bubbles this week. 
One of our young, healthy parents has been hospitalised with the virus this week and has been very poorly 
indeed. Happily, we can now report that he is now out of hospital and back with his family 
but it’s been a frightening time for all involved and brings home that it can happen to 
anyone. Luckily, the children were accessing their learning remotely, so the school 
community was not at risk from this case.    

The new variant carries greater risk as it is more swiftly spread with as many as 1 in 3 
carrying it asymptomatically. Where there are symptoms, they are often reported as wider 
than the three traditional Covid symptoms and have extended to sore throat, fatigue, headaches.  There 
has been no change to the national definition of Covid symptoms, but this is a local observation. For this 
reason, it is important that anybody that is feeling unwell must remain at home. 

This week, the government reported that lateral flow testing (LFT) will begin to take place in 
primary schools; it has been in place at secondary schools since the start of the year. At the time 
of writing, we are yet to receive our kits but as soon as we do, the staff will be trained in self-

administration of the test. Primary pupils will not be tested. All staff working in the school will take a LFT 
twice a week. If the result is positive, they will be required to book a PCR test at a testing site for 
confirmation. If school receives a positive result from a LFT from a staff member, the bubble will close with 
immediate effect. A rapid risk assessment meeting will take place to track and trace any other contacts 
who will also be asked to self-isolate. As the LFT will be tested by staff in their homes in the evenings, the 
bubble closures may happen with very short notice and out of working hours. Regardless of key worker 
status, any child identified as a close contact will not be allowed into school until they are told it is safe to 
return. I am hoping that testing will begin next week. 

To keep you fully informed regarding ‘school closures’, Sacred Heart is operating at around 51% at the 
moment. The national average and union recommendation is 15%. The guidance remains the same, if you 
can keep your child at home then you must do so. The key worker list is extensive; it is in fact difficult to 
find an occupation that is not on it. However, it is not an entitlement for a place in school, especially if 
there is another adult in the home. Plymouth CAST have devised a priority criteria list to support our 
schools in allocating places. Front line NHS workers for example will always take priority. All Plymouth CAST 



 

  

 
 

schools have a cap of the number of children in a classroom. We have to risk assess the classroom size, 
clinically vulnerable adults, ventilation (is there an external door), age of pupils along with other factors. 
We would very much like ALL our children back in school but we are still very much in the midst of a global 
pandemic and a national lockdown and we cannot accommodate all children back in school, 
even if you are claiming key worker status. 

What is very clear is that we have a lot of struggling families at the moment for an array 
of reasons. We can’t help with all of your problems but where we can alleviate worries, 
we will support you. This week we have seen a number of reports of children struggling emotionally 
at home. Again, our nurturing response to this is to want them back in school but we do not have the 
capacity to offer this. To put this request into perspective, if we were to invite all those struggling at home 
back to school, we would be operating at about 90%. 

The well-being phone calls will continue to take place but as of next week, we are adding an additional 
layer to our remote offer. On Wednesday 27th January, each class from Reception to Y6 will start their first 
live check in session. This will be facilitated via Google Meet through their Google Classroom account. The 
sessions have been timetabled at different points of the day to accommodate families with siblings at 
home. The session aim is a check-in. There are no plans for lessons to be delivered live as the high-quality 
recorded lessons we offer provide far more flexibility for families to organise their daily timetables. We 

anticipate that there may be some teething problems with signing in at home, connectivity 
etc but we hope to be able to support you with these. We will evaluate after the sessions 
before moving forward but as it stands the aim is for a daily live check in from Monday 1st 
February.   

Attached to the Flyer this week is an Acceptable use of Live Streamed Meetings 
Agreement. You must read the agreement and sign the consent form (this will follow via google forms). 
Without your electronically signed agreement, your child will be unable to participate.  Details of times and 
instruction will be provided via your child’s Google Classroom. 

Apologies for the amount of information I have overloaded you with this week but things change a rapid 
pace at the moment and every day there is something new to explore. 

Thank you for your continuing support and well done to those of you juggling 
plates at home. We know it’s not easy for anyone.  

Take care, 

Mrs Day 
Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

Contacting your child’s teacher 
Teachers are contactable via Google Classrooms or directly. 

 

Y6 Miss Simpson: simpson@shrcps.org 

Y5 Mr Allen-Wicks: allen-wicks@shrcps.org 

Y4 Mrs Flintham and Mrs Ricketts 
flintham@shrcps.org / ricketts@shrcps.org 

Y3 Miss Winsor winsor@shrcps.org 

Y2 Mrs Kerr kerr@shrcps.org 

Y1 Mrs Pascoe and Mrs Dickinson 
pascoe@shrcps.org / dickinson@shrcps.org 

YR Mrs Pancott pancott@shrcps.org 

Nursery: Ms Myers and Mrs Berry 
myers@shrcps.org / berry@shrcps.org 

 

 

 

If your child is in school and would like a school meal, please ensure that you have ordered and paid if 
applicable, via Sims Pay.  

Orders can no longer be made in the classroom.  

Menu choices for your child need to be placed by the Saturday for the following week but can be made 
in advance.  (In the event of a problem or a requirement for an ad-hoc meal please contact a member 
of the office staff before 9:15.)  If no contact has been made and your child does not have a school 
meal ordered by yourselves or a packed lunch with them, a member of the school office will call you to 
bring in a packed lunch for them. 

If you, have not registered with Sims Pay, please contact the school office to request an invitation 
code. 

Emails have been sent to you if you are entitled to benefits related free school meals for your child, 
regarding your entitlement during the National Lockdown. 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saving Winslow – Sharon Creech 

Louie doesn't have the best luck when it comes to nurturing small animals - not 
even lightning bugs, worms or goldfish. So when his father brings home a sickly 
newborn little donkey, he's determined to save him. Taking care of him helps Louie 
feel closer to brother Gus, who has just left home. Everyone worries that Winslow 
won't survive, especially Louie's quirky new friend, Nora. But as his bond with 
Winslow grows, surprising events prove that this fragile donkey - and Louie - are 
stronger than anyone could have imagined. 

 

 

One Dog and his Boy – Eva Ibbotson 

All Hal had ever wanted was a dog. But a dog would damage the carpets in Hal's 
house, and so his parents refused to let him have one. Then they discover Easy 
Pets, a convenient dog-rental agency. Terrier Fleck arrives on Hal's birthday, but 
when he discovers that his dog must be returned, he runs away.  

 

 

 

 

This Wonderful Thing – Adam Baron 

Jessica is playing with her family at the river when she finds a dirty, bedraggled 
teddy bear in the water. She has no idea that it will change everything, forever. 
Meanwhile, Cymbeline comes home from school to find that his mum's house has 
been broken into - and the thieves seemed oddly focused on his toys. 

Thank goodness he had Not Mr Fluffy, his Bear of Most Extreme Importance, with 
him. Soon, Jessica and Cymbeline find themselves swept up in a mystery that 
spans decades, threatens their families, and turns their lives upside down. But 
sometimes, just maybe, a new life can be a really wonderful thing... 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 


