
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Friday 27 November 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

We were delighted to welcome back our EYFS bubble yesterday and to see the children so excited 
to be back in school. The single positive case stayed as an isolated case so thank you all for 
isolating so effectively and keeping the school community safe. There are presently no known 
cases in school and no parents that I am aware of with covid. Please continue to keep me updated 
with any testing of children or any positive cases within your families via day@shrcps.org. I am 
available for covid response at any time including evenings and weekends.  

Christmas 

Due to the continuing restrictions, we are unable to share our usual whole school celebrations 
with you in school or Church. To inject some much-needed Christmas spirit into these bleak times, 
each class are preparing a little something to share with you digitally during December. This will 
hopefully bring some joy both to the children in the preparation and the parents and wider 
community in sharing our covid-friendly version of the Christmas story. 

We are taking delivery of our Christmas tree on Monday and after the children go home, we will 
be turning the school festive so that the children will return to an Advent atmosphere on Tuesday 
as we welcome in December. Starting on Tuesday 1st December, stories@3 will be back but 
reinvented as stories@thetree, where we plan to share Christmas themed stories each evening via 
our Facebook page.   

We will partake in Christmas Jumper day on Friday 11th December and FOSH have kindly funded a 
virtual pantomime for a Christmas treat which will be shown in each class bubble.  

Christmas dinner will be another bubble exclusive event on the last day if term: Friday 18th 
December  

Staffing  

It is with mixed emotions that I share with you the news that after thirteen years of service at 
Sacred Heart, Mrs Emma Cully has been successful in gaining a non-class based SENDCo post at a 
school in Newton Abbott. Whilst it is always sad to say goodbye to much-loved teachers, I feel 
proud of what Emma has achieved and wish her well in this new, exciting phase of her career.  



 

  

 
 

Since taking on the role of SENDCo, I have developed a real passion for ensuring that that the children 
facing additional challenge have their needs met, so when the opportunity presented itself for me to 
develop this further, in a school with a high number of SEN children, I applied and was appointed. I have a 
lot of love for Sacred Heart; the team I have had the privilege to work with, the children it has been the 
honour to teach and the school community, who on the whole have been nothing but supportive. It is never 
easy to say goodbye and although this is an opportunity I would be a fool to pass up, I have been very torn 
in my decision.  

Mrs Cully 

New Appointment 

Following a rigorous interview process 
yesterday, I am delighted to announce that 
we were successful in appointing a new 
teacher for Y2 to start in January. Mrs Susan 
Kerr is a highly experienced teacher who is 
relocating to the area from Birmingham. 
Some of the Y2s met her virtually yesterday 
as part of the interview process where she 
quickly established a good report with the 
children. Mrs Kerr impressed both the 
children and the interview panel. She will be visiting prior to Christmas (tiers willing) to work with 
Mrs Cully as part of the handover and to get to know the children before starting full time when 
we return after Christmas.  

Take care, 

Mrs Day 
Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

Coronovirus Rules - What does this look like in our context? 

These are not lockdown rules. These are universal ‘close contact’ definitions from Public Health England.  

If you breach any of the four definitions below, and a close contact tests positive, you or your child will 
be asked to self-isolate for 14 days as part of track and trace. 

Face to face 
contact within 1 
metre 
 
 
 

Chatting with another parent within 1m (even if both wearing masks). 
 
Two children (of differing bubbles) chatting and playing together outside of the 
school gate or in the playground following pick up. 
 
Passing an item to someone. It’s not just about the sanitisation: to pass 
something you need to be within 1m and the likeliness is that you will talk 
whilst doing so. 
Arriving at school early and hovering outside chatting. 
 
Accepting a lift and chatting. 
 
Chatting through an open car window 
 
Walking through the Church carpark/lane chatting in groups outside of your 
family bubble/class bubble. 
 
Getting too close to a member of staff to talk to them. It MUST be 2m+ 
 

Contact within 1 
metre for one 
minute or 
longer without 
face to face. 

Standing too close to someone in the playground/outside the gate – without 
chatting. 
 
Too many parents/children trying to leave the playground gate at the same 
time.  
 
Arriving at school early and hovering outside the playground in the 
lane/road/carpark. People waiting alongside you. 
 
Entering the school foyer whilst there are already people in there. This breach 
has been reported by parents picking up from After School Club.  
 

Skin to skin 
physical contact 

This is not only touching and hugging but squeezing past one another in the 
playground/gate/lane. 
 
Children from differing bubbles playing ‘tag’ in the playground at the end of 
the day / in the road outside of the back gate. 

Spending more 
than 15 minutes 
within 2m of 
someone 

Bus journeys, car journeys, visiting a friend’s house. 
Having a classmate round for dinner/party. They may be in the same bubble as 
your child but you are increasing the risk and exposing more people. 
Sitting with fellow parents whilst your children play – even outside. 

 

This is not an exhaustive list but examples of things which could require you or your child/family to have 
to self-isolate for 14 days. All of the above have been witnessed at some point since September.  



 

  

 
 

Childcare bubbles during lockdown 

A childcare support bubble should be carefully 
thought out. They are sometimes essential which 
is why the guidance allowed them.  It cannot be a 
different person (family) every night as you can 
only have one family in your support bubble. If 
you have agreed to be someone’s support bubble 
then you must only do this for one family. You 
cannot be a support for multiple families. 

 

Implications. What you need to think about… 

If you agree to collect/drop off a child and they test positive, you and your children will need to self-isolate 
for two weeks. 

If that child goes back to your house, anyone they come into contact within your family, your whole family 
will need to self-isolate for 14 days. 

When you widen your bubble, you increase your risk. 

Items from Home 

Anything that needs to be passed into school via the playground will be now done so via a box to minimise 
transmission risk. Mrs Nott and I will keep the box near the gate. 

Can I also remind you that if you have to speak to your child’s teacher/adult, please ensure that you are at 
least 2m away. It’s further than you think. Please do not be offended if we step back or remind you. It’s a 
two-way risk. You don’t want to have to self-isolate as you have been too close to a positive case any more 
than staff do.  

Illness 

What we have learned over the past few weeks is that covid symptoms are not just high temperature, loss 
of taste and smell or persistent cough. They come in many guises – and most concerning, many have no 
symptoms at all.  

If your child becomes unwell whilst in school, they will be isolated and the sent home. We cannot take any 
risks and need to protect the staff, pupils and wider community. We ask for your support with this - as 
inconvenient as this may be for you - and for to collect your children in a timely manner and follow the 
advice given. We know that not all children who are poorly have covid but we must all act responsibly. Not 
all children will need to be tested for covid however for those that do, covid tests are now readily available 
in Torbay and in most cases have a very quick turnaround. With a negative result staff and pupils can be 
back in school within 24 hours, with all parties reassured.  

 If your child is unwell at home, please keep them at home until they are well. If they are well enough to 
work, remote learning will be sent home for them. 



 

  

 
 

Food Parcels  We are still able to refer families for food parcels. Please contact 

Mrs Nott at nott@shrcps.org if you would like support.  

 
 

 

 

18.12.20 School Christmas Lunch 

18.12.20: Break up for Christmas holidays 

 

Flu Immunisation – 10th December 2020 

 The Flu Immunisation Nurse Team will re-visit our school on Thursday 10th 
December to give the flu vaccine to those children for whom consent is held 

but were absent on Thursday 19th November.   

Also, for those who would like their child to have the vaccine but haven’t previously registered, 
the link has been reopened.  

If you would like your child to have the vaccine, please register using this following link  –  
https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/flu/2020/devon 

 

We are going ONLINE!  

The coaches at Kinetic Sports Group are going to be 
running live fitness sessions which will be taking place 

weekdays after school via Zoom for only £1.50 per session. 
 
How do I sign up? 
1) Create an account (If you haven't already created one). 
2) Click on the link or visit our website https://www.kineticsportsgroup.co.uk/schools/active-at-
home 
3) Download the Zoom app on a device.  
4) You will receive the link and password at 3:30pm on the day of the class.    
 
If you have any questions or need additional information regarding the online fitness sessions, please 
feel free to contact me via email or phone.  
 
We look forward to seeing you via zoom for an intense workout! 
 
Info@kineticsportsgroup.co.uk 
07925115413 

 



 

  

 
 

 

STARTING PRIMARY SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2021? 
If your child was born between 1 September 2016 and 31 August 2017, they will be due to start at 
primary school from September 2021.  

Apply online between 1 November 2020 and 15 January 2021. 

What do I need?   

Obtain a copy of TIPS8 guidance at www.torbay.gov.uk, or from Torbay Council on 01803 208908. 

Apply online between 1 November 2020 - 15 January 2021 at www.torbay.gov.uk.  

You still have to apply for a place for your child even if:  

• You already have an older child at school  

• Your child attends a nursery attached to a primary school  

• You have completed a registration form at a primary school  

• You have sent in a supplementary form to a primary school. 

Due to Coronavirus restrictions, Torbay Council are currently unable to process paper forms posted to their 
offices. Please download any application you need to make, complete electronically and send to them by 
email: pupil.services@torbay.gov.uk. If you find it difficult to contact them by phone, please email them  
with your queries and they will do their best to give you a prompt reply. 

 

A letter has been emailed today to our Reception & Y6 children’s parents and carers to inform that 
the Community Public Health Nursing 0-19 will be coming into school in the new year  to carry out 
height and weight checks.  

  

If you would like to opt out, you will need to contact Public Health Nursing (Torbay) by 18th 
December 2020. 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 Year groups Drop off Pick up 
Y1 & Y2 8:45 2:45 
Y3 & Y4 8:55 2:55 
Y5 & Y6 9:05 3:05 
YN & YR 9:15 3:15  

 

Please can you telephone the school BEFORE 09:30 to inform that your child will be absent from 
school AND give the reason for that absence.   

Please ring EACH DAY that your child is absent, unless there is a definitive timescale i.e. there 
needs to be 48 hours clear from the last bout of sickness and/or diarrhea.  If no communication is 
received by the school regarding your child’s absence parents may receive a visit. 

REMEMBER to also send in a letter when your child returns to school, 
confirming the dates and reason for their absence. 

As you can imagine, school absence is on the rise.  

If your child shows symptoms of covid-19 in school, your will be telephoned and asked to collect 
your child. We are unable to accept that your child’s cough is not covid as we are not medical 
professionals and will always have to act on the side of caution.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

Virtual After School Club 
 
Every weekday at 5pm until the end of term (18 December), the Youth Sport Trust will be 
running a 30-minute online club for all children and young people to do some sport, develop 
skills and, most importantly, have fun! 
 
The online club will be run by YST Athlete Mentors, the first of which will be with the world’s 
number one female inline skater and ten times British Champion, Jenna Downing. 
 
For all information about this FREE opportunity go to: 
 
https://www.youthsporttrust.org/AfterSchoolSportClub   
 

Contacting your child’s teacher 
If you urgently need to speak to a member of staff, please adhere to the 2m 
social distancing rules. If it is not urgent, please email your child’s class teacher. This will be their 
surname@shrcps.org.  Exact email contacts were sent out on your child’s curriculum overview last 
week. All general enquiries should be emailed to the school office admin@shrcps.org 

 

 

Please note that ALL school meals should now be being ordered and paid for on Sims 
Pay.   

Orders can no longer be made in the classroom.  

Menu choices for your child need to be placed by the Saturday for the following 
week but can be made in advance.  (In the event of a problem or a requirement for an 
ad-hoc meal please contact a member of the office staff before 9:15.)  If no 
contact has been made and your child does not have a school meal ordered by 
yourselves or a packed lunch with them, a member of the school office will call you to 
bring in a packed lunch for them. 

If you, have not registered with Sims Pay, please contact the school office to 
request an invitation code. 



 

  

 
 

 

The Barnabus Project - Eric Fan, Terry Fan, Devin Fan 

 

Barnabus and his friends live in this lab, but none of them is perfect. They are all Failed 
Projects. Barnabus has never been outside his tiny bell jar, yet he dreams of one day 
seeing the world above ground that his pal Pip the cockroach has told him about: a 
world with green hills and trees, and buildings that reach all the way to the sky, lit with 
their own stars. But Barnabus may have to reach the outside world sooner than he 
thought, because the Green Rubber Suits are about to recycle all Failed Projects . . . 
and Barnabus doesn't want to be made into a fluffier pet with bigger eyes. He just 
wants to be himself. 

So he decides it's time for he and the others to escape. With his little trunk and a lot of cooperation and 
courage, Barnabus sets out to find freedom - and a place where he and his friends can finally be accepted 
for who they are. 

This suspenseful, poignant and magical story about following your dreams and finding where you truly 
belong will draw readers into a surreal, lushly detailed world in which perfection really means being true to 
yourself and your friends. 

 

Voyage of the Sparrowhawk - Natasha Farrant 

In the aftermath of World War One, everyone is trying to rebuild their lives. If Ben is to 
avoid being sent back to the orphanage, he needs to find his brother Sam, wounded in 
action and is now missing. Lotti's horrible aunt and uncle want to send her away to 
boarding-school (when she has just so successfully managed to get expelled from her last 
one!) And Clara, their young teacher, is waiting for news of her missing fiance. Just as they 
think they've found their feet in the new order, disaster strikes, and Lotti and Ben must get 
away. And so they hatch a plan - to cross the Channel on Ben's narrowboat and find Sam. 
And there's something in France that Lotti is looking for, too... 

 

Buffeted by storms, chased by the police, Lotti, Ben, Clara and a growing number of dogs 
set out on an epic journey, on the search for lost loved ones and a place to call home. 

 

Be More Vegan - Niki Webster 

We all want to be a bit more vegan... and this book shows you how. Whether you're ready 
to commit to a fully plant-based lifestyle or you'd just like to add a few meat-free dishes to 
your weekly meal plan, this is the ideal guide. 

It explains the reasons behind going vegan, including environmental, health and animal 
welfare benefits, in clear and simple language that helps young people make up their own 
minds. It answers all the nagging questions about nutrition and ethics, as well as giving 
bang-up-to-date information about the best vegan ingredients, substitutions and food 
hacks. 

Best of all, it contains over 50 mouthwatering recipes for every situation, from lunchbox 
staples to midweek meals, and moreish snacks to amazing cakes and desserts. There's so much to love 
about the vegan life, so get Be More Vegan and start making a difference in the most delicious way possible! 


