
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Friday 29th January 2021 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

As January comes to a close, it’s hard to believe what changes and achievements have 
been made throughout the month. The way staff and parents have risen to the challenge 
of remote education is admirable. Thank you all! This week, we have had two updates 
from the government which affect schools directly. The first announced that schools will 
shut as usual for the half term holidays. Therefore, we can confirm that Sacred Heart will 
close on Friday 12th February as planned and return on Tuesday 23rd February. Sadly, 
we are unable to utilise our usual holiday club provision of Kinetics Sports Group due the 
mixing of children from different schools on site.   
 
On Wednesday, the Prime Minister announced that it will not be possible to resume face-
to-face learning immediately after the February half-term and instead hopes it will be safe 
to commence the re-opening of schools and colleges from Monday 8th March. This is in 
response to the national public health data and pressure on NHS capacity. 

If the Government achieves its target of vaccinating everyone in the four most vulnerable 
groups with their first dose by 15th February then those groups will have developed 
immunity from the virus around three weeks later, that is by 8th March. It is for this reason 
that they hope it will therefore be safe to commence the reopening of schools from 
Monday 8th March. 

Schools will remain open to vulnerable children and the children of essential critical 
workers after February half-term, as they are now. All other pupils will continue to receive 
high quality remote education at home. This is in line with the wider national lockdown 
measures to help minimise the spread of the virus and respond quickly to the new variant. 

Please remember that anyone applying for an essential key worker place in school needs 
to complete the ‘Critical Worker Request form’. There is a strict priority criteria list that due 
to large number we must adhere to. School places are not an entitlement; they are 
carefully considered against a stringent risk assessment. Please contact the school office 
in the first instance when wanting to make a request. 

Live Google Meet Check-ins 
 
There was an exciting buzz around the school on Wednesday as the classes participated 
in their first live Google Meets. Feedback from the staff and children in school has been 



 

  

 
 

very positive and we loved seeing the faces that we have been missing. Participation was 
mixed with some classes having a 100% attendance and others as low as 50%. The aim 
is for all children to participate unless withdrawal has been discussed with the class 
teacher.  
 
The aim of these sessions are to support the emotional well-being of the children, 
particularly those at home, to keep them motivated and in contact with their teachers and 
friends. 
 
These live Google Meets will become a daily occurrence from Year 1 upwards from 
Monday 1st February and three times a week in Reception. Y6 were so keen that they’ve 
kept going with their dailies from Wednesday. Each year group has a different allotted time 
to make things easier for families with multiple children at home. Y3 will start their live 
sessions on Tuesday as discussed in my earlier letter to Y3 parents. 
 

Google Meet Daily Live Check-ins  
 

Reception: 1:15pm (Monday/Wednesday/Friday only) 
 YR 1: 10:30am 
Y2: 9:00am 
Y3: 10:00am 
Y4: 9:15am 
Y5: 9:45am 
Y6: 9:30am  
 

 
 
Staffing 
As Miss Winsor departs to start her maternity leave, we welcome Miss Sophie Shaw to our 
teaching team. We have been very fortunate to secure Miss Shaw for this temporary 
position as she has been unable to take up her teaching post in China due to Covid. Miss 
Shaw is a maths specialist with a keen interest in creative arts. She has spent today in 
school in preparation for starting her new role on Monday.     
It is with great sadness that we say farewell to Miss Winfield next week. Charlotte has 
secured a position working on the Louisa Carey children’s ward at Torbay Hospital. Whilst 
a great loss to Sacred Heart, this is the start of a new career in the health sector for 
Charlotte. We wish her all the luck in the world as she starts her new position. We know 
she will bring happiness and a genuine love and compassion to children of poor health 
facing the hardest of times.     
 
Lateral Flow Device (LFD) Testing 
The LFD testing began on Monday for all staff at Sacred Heart. This self-administered test 
is taken by staff twice a week at home with the results reported to the government and to 
me. Any staff testing positive on an LFD will be showing a high viral load of Covid-19. The 



 

  

 
 

bubble will be closed with immediate effect and all parents notified. The staff member will 
then take a full PCR test at a local testing site. There are no plans to test primary children. 
As reported last week, the symptoms of the new variant are widening so if your children 
are showing any signs of illness, please keep them at home as a precautionary measure.  
 
 

Take care, 

Mrs Day 
Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

Contacting your child’s teacher 
Teachers are contactable via Google Classrooms or directly. 

 

Y6 Miss Simpson: simpson@shrcps.org 

Y5 Mr Allen-Wicks: allen-wicks@shrcps.org 

Y4 Mrs Flintham and Mrs Ricketts 
flintham@shrcps.org / ricketts@shrcps.org 

Y3 Miss Winsor winsor@shrcps.org 

Y2 Mrs Kerr kerr@shrcps.org 

Y1 Mrs Pascoe and Mrs Dickinson 
pascoe@shrcps.org / dickinson@shrcps.org 

YR Mrs Pancott pancott@shrcps.org 

Nursery: Ms Myers and Mrs Berry 
myers@shrcps.org / berry@shrcps.org 

 

 

 

If your child is in school and would like a school meal, please ensure that you have ordered and paid if 
applicable, via Sims Pay.  

Orders can no longer be made in the classroom.  

Menu choices for your child need to be placed by the Saturday for the following week but can be made 
in advance.  (In the event of a problem or a requirement for an ad-hoc meal please contact a member 
of the office staff before 9:15.)  If no contact has been made and your child does not have a school 
meal ordered by yourselves or a packed lunch with them, a member of the school office will call you to 
bring in a packed lunch for them. 

If you, have not registered with Sims Pay, please contact the school office to request an invitation 
code. 

Emails have been sent to you if you are entitled to benefits related free school meals for your child, 
regarding your entitlement during the National Lockdown. 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A Shelter for Sadness – Anne Booth 

Sadness has come to live with me and I am building it a shelter. 
I am building a shelter for my sadness and welcoming it inside. 
A small boy creates a shelter for his sadness, a safe space where Sadness is welcome, 
where it can curl up small, or be as big as it can be, where it can be noisy or quiet, or 
anything in between. The boy can visit the shelter whenever he needs to, every day, 
sometimes every hour, and the two of them will cry and talk or just sit, saying nothing. And 
the boy knows that one day Sadness may come out of the shelter, and together they will 
look out at the world, and see how beautiful it is. 

 

 

 

Hope Jones Will Not Eat Meat – Josh Lacey 

You're never too young to make a big difference, as Hope Jones has learned in her fight 
against plastic pollution. Now she's on a mission to save the animals, and persuade everyone 
she knows to turn vegetarian. But just how can Hope get Dad to give up his beloved bacon 
butties? 

 

 

 

 

The Beast of Buckingham Palace – David Walliams 

It is 2120 and London is in ruins. 

The young Prince Alfred has never known a life outside Buckingham Palace – but when 
strange goings-on breach its walls and stalk the corridors in the dead of night, he is thrust 
into a world of mystery, adventure and monsters. 

And when his mother, the Queen, is dragged away to the Tower of London, Alfred must 
screw up his courage and battle to save her, himself… and the entire city. 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Create a back garden (or indoor) scavenger hunt – make a 
list of things that you have in your garden (or hide 
some things!). 

 Run around the garden 10 times and time 
yourself 

 Tidy your room! 

 Paint a rock 

 Draw your family tree 

 Interview your grandma or grandpa 

 Draw around your hands and add rings and a watch 
 

 

 

 


